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Purposes of TSA and Written Assessment

PURPOSES

� To enhance teaching and learning in Chinese, English and Mathematics

� To enable the government to provide support to those schools in need of assistance

� To monitor the effectiveness of education policies 

WRITTEN ASSESSMENT

� Specific testing points – Basic Competency (BC) with descriptors provided by the 

Education Bureau (EDB)

� Items cover a wide range of BC descriptors but each student only does one sub-paper 

for each subject

� Common items are distributed across sub-papers for equating purposes to compare 

students’ abilities



Percentages of Students Achieving 
English Language

Basic Competency in 2006 - 2015

YEAR TSA 

2006

TSA 

2007

TSA 

2008

TSA 

2009

TSA 

2010

TSA 

2011

TSA 

2012

TSA 

2013

TSA 

2014

TSA 

2015

S3 68.6% 69.2% 68.9% 68.8% 69.2% 69.2% 69.1% 69.5% 69.3% 69.4%
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Territory-wide System Assessment 2015

Dimension/

Skill

S3 English Language

Sub-paper No. of Items Assessment Time

Listening 9EL1

9EL2

9EL3

30 About 35 minutes

Reading 9ER1

9ER2

9ER3

36 35 minutes

Writing 9EW1

9EW2

9EW3

3 40 minutes

Speaking Individual 

Presentation

8 3 minutes for preparation 

2 minutes for assessment

Group Interaction 8 3 minutes for preparation

4 minutes for assessment
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Listening  - Text types

2013 2014 2015

Exchanges

- dialogues
- conversations
- radio 
broadcast
- informative
programme

Exchanges

- discussion
- radio 
broadcast   
�interview
- TV report(unedited 
audio)
- information session

Exchanges

- conversation
- radio 
programme�

discussion
- radio report
- conversation and
announcements

Literary Text

- poem
Literary Text

- poem
Literary Text

- poem
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S3 Student Performances in Listening –

Strengths from 2013 - 2015

� extracting specific information – facts

� connecting ideas

� able to interpret and evaluate information (explicit and implicit) in dialogues

� distinguish between main ideas and supporting details 

� discriminating between a range of vowel and consonant sounds

� understanding gist

� understanding intonation

� understanding different views and attitudes

� able to deduce the meaning of unfamiliar words
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S3 Student Performances in Listening –

Weaknesses from 2013 – 2015
�gist

�connecting ideas

�intonation

�extracting and identifying specific information

� inability to understand contextual clues in a poem

�tone/intonation

�understanding of language features – unable to identify examples of rhymes

�unable to understand contextual clues in a dialogue/conversation

�unable to connect ideas together

�unable to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words/expressions
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Student Performances in Listening 2015

Strengths

• There was no significant improvement in listening 
performance as compared to previous years

• Strengths

- specific information – both familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary and 

topics

- able to interpret and evaluate information (explicit and implicit) in 
dialogues

- contextual clues � connection – discourse markers

- connecting ideas �connection – cohesive devices

- intonation

- able to identify personification

- able to work out the meaning of unfamiliar  vocabulary 
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Listening Examples - Strengths

Connection – discourse markers 

Most students were able to use the clues provided to 

work out who would be running the activities. 

Tone 

Very able students were able to work out how Mary felt

After listening to Tommy’s comments. 
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Listening Examples - Strengths

Specific Information 

Most students were able to complete the required item for the Locker Magnet 

activity. 



13

Listening Examples - Strengths
Connection – cohesive devices 

Most students were able to connect the ideas they heard to work out what the boys 

would probably be making.

Unfamiliar word 

Most students were able to work out the meaning of the word ‘stern’. 
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Listening Examples - Strengths

Tone 

Most students were able to 

identify the correct tone when 

Simon found out that food and 

drinks were allowed in the library.

Specific Information

Most students were able to identify what some places in the library were like.
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Listening Examples - Strengths

Specific Information

Most students were able to identify the lists that were made by the students.

Connection – cohesive devices

Students were able to identify what was referred to by the pronoun that was used.



16

Listening Examples - Strengths
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Listening Examples - Strengths
Distinguishing Main Ideas

Many students were able to read the poster and identify another appropriate title .

Specific Information

Students were able to locate the correct information required.
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Listening Examples - Strengths

Personification

Very able students were able to correctly identify the words that in the poem that 

gave the phone human qualities.

Rhyme

Most students were able to identify the rhyming words in the second stanza.
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A main area of weakness is in the integrated section where students are required to 

write short one word answers/fill in the blanks. 

This is where they have to rely on their spelling skills as well as their listening skills. 

This year the integrated section was in 9EL1 and 9EL3, Part 1, Part B and the topic was 

about craft making activities. It required students to complete a poster with one word 

answers – prompts were provided to assist students.  

Weaknesses

- unfamiliar words/expression 

- connecting ideas 

- specific information – unfamiliar vocabulary and topics ���� SPELLING

- knowledge of the world

Student Performances in Listening 2015

Weaknesses
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Listening Examples - Weaknesses
Specific 

Information 

– 9EL1 & 9EL2 

Part 1 Q. 9 -14
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9EL1 & 9EL2 – Part 1 

Part B - Integrated task – fill in blanks – specific information

Spelling variations for questions 8,9,10,11,12,13 & 14

Listening Examples - Weaknesses

CD/CDs pens scissors pencils newspaper/

newspapers

wrapping jeans

CD(s) pen cissor person new paper raping gins

CDS pants scisors pencail nespapers rapping jins

old cd pans sissors pensel newspare wrapped ins

old CD pen(s) sciccors pances newspeper ripper genes

pan seissors pencle newaper ripping gims

litte pen siccors penso newspage ropper jenes

pan sicsors pencial newspaple raped jinx

penil sisors pencile wedpaper racking juns

penal cisor pences news-paper reapain junies

penss sucessors pencels newspapar reping jiens

pins seccsors pancils newspale rocking joes

pance sciser penecial newpape repping gens

seccors pecils newpeaper wrecking geniens
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Listening Examples - Weaknesses

Knowledge of the world

Students did not know what a hole punch was used for.

Specific Information

Some students were not able to work out what Mary made. 
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Listening Examples - Weaknesses

Connection- cohesive devices

Students were also not able to connect the ideas of what should be done before 

severe weather.

Connection- cohesive devices

Students were also not able to connect the information to the correct picture.
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Listening Examples - Weaknesses

Unfamiliar word

Students found it difficult to work out the meaning of the word.

Specific Information

Students found it difficult to work out what has to happen before a storm with 

animals.
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Conclusions - Listening
• Expand vocabulary of students, in particular revision of vocabulary 

covered in late primary and early secondary and vocabulary that it is 
assumed students should already know – school, everyday vocabulary, 
stationery items, plants & trees, animals…  The vocabulary also needs 
to be linked to the content provided in the spoken texts

• Exposure to different/authentic spoken texts including, poems, 
advertisements, instructions, dialogues, news, debates, reports, 
conversations, films, oral stories…. on a very wide range of topics, 
including world and local current events, teen issues, hot topics, 
everyday events to do with the home, keeping pets, family, historical 
events……

• Exposure to a range of different voices – children and a variety of 
adult voices and varying accents 

• Exposure to a wider range of speeds in spoken texts

• Exposure to various tones and different intonation as well as an 
explanation of different tones and emotions as these are sometimes 
difficult to identify in listening tasks.
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Reading – Text Types

2013 2014 2015

Information Texts

- pamphlet
- email
- letters
- poster and 
customer reviews
- article

Information Texts

- article
- blog with blog
comments 

- online news
- movie poster, movie
information and reviews

- blog

Information Texts

- magazine articles
- pamphlet
- letter � job application
- graphic novel cover and       
chapter    
- blog

Narrative Texts

- poem
Narrative Texts

- poem
Narrative Texts

- poem
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S3 Student Performances in Reading –

Strengths 2013 - 2015
�able to determine the meaning of texts written on familiar topics and for various
purposes
�capable of distinguishing views and attitudes through contextual clues
�able to comprehend and make plausible conclusions about the meaning of
unfamiliar words and expressions using reference skills
�able to understand language features such as alliteration, onomatopoeia,
personification and rhyming words
�able to distinguish fact from opinion
�able to distinguish different views and attitudes
�adept at inference and identifying main ideas
�able to determine the meaning of texts written on familiar topics and for various
purposes
�able to identify general and specific information as well as details supporting main
ideas
�able to understand the connection between ideas
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S3 Student Performances in Reading –

Weaknesses 2013 - 2015
�unable to extract specific information from a familiar text genre

�difficulty in locating information in more difficult/unfamiliar text genres

�difficulty in interpreting the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions with contextual clues

�not able to understand language features or correctly identify examples of alliteration and rhyme

�lacking in inference skills

�inability to identify the main idea or gist

�not able to locate some contextual clues

�unable to identify different views and attitudes in particular contexts

�not able to correctly identify text type

�unable to identify fact from opinion in particular contexts

�not able to infer and identify main ideas

�not able to understand the connection between ideas
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Student Performances in Reading 2015

Strengths 
- specific information

- contextual clues

- connecting ideas

- locating information in a book cover 

- rhyme

- inference

- unfamiliar word/expression

- locating the main idea

- knowledge of the world

- scanning

- inferring information

- identifying text types

Students performed well in the poem this year.
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Reading Examples - Strengths

Specific Information

Students were able to easily identify the way parents and grandparents 

communicated .
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Reading Examples - Strengths

Main Idea

Many students were able to work out what the celebrities were using social media 

for. 



32

Reading Examples - Strengths

Rhyme

Many students were able to determine the rhyming pairs in stanza two. 



33

Reading Examples - Strengths

Connection between ideas

Many students worked out why the student didn’t hear his mother calling his name in 

stanza three. 
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Reading Examples - Strengths
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Reading Examples - Strengths

Specific Information

Many students worked out what would not be 

contained 

in a resume.

Connection between ideas

Many students were able to connect the various ideas to work 

out what men should wear to an interview.
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Reading Examples - Strengths

Specific Information

The majority of students were able to work out what position Peter wanted to apply 

for.
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Reading Examples - Strengths
Connection between ideas

Many students were able to connect information provided and work out what job 

showed his ability and experience in front of a camera.
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Reading Examples - Strengths
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Reading Examples - Strengths

Specific Information

The majority of students were able to work the author of the graphic novel.
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Reading Examples - Strengths

Contextual Clue

The majority of students were able to work out who Asha was after reading 

paragraph one.
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Reading Examples - Strengths

Connection between ideas

The majority of students were able to work out how old Asha was after reading 

paragraph three.
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Reading Examples - Strengths
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Reading Examples - Strengths

Dictionary Skills

The majority of students were able to work out the meaning of the word cramps.
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Reading Examples - Strengths

Inference

The majority of students worked out that wearing a mask could prevent asthma.
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Student Performances in Reading 2015

• Weaknesses

- connecting ideas

- identifying specific

information

- identifying details that 

support a main idea

- contextual clues

- inference

- unfamiliar word/expression
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Connection between ideas

Students found it difficult to connect the ideas and work out firstly what the sales 

figures show and secondly what kind of a company Foldy is. 
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Inference

Students found it hard to determine that by only selling a limited number of phones 

that the phone was probably too expensive for consumers. 
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Unknown Word

Some students were able to work out the meaning of the word ‘chimed’. 
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Identifying main ideas

Students found it difficult to work out the heading for the box, 

despite being provided with key information.  

Inference

Despite being provided with the heading, students still found it difficult to work out 

who the resume would be given to.  
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Connection between ideas

Students were not able to work out what matching hosiery was.  
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Specific Information

Students were not able to work out the skills that would make Peter a good person 

for the job.  
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Connection between ideas

Many students were not able to work out how many clubs and societies Peter has 

been a member of.

11

22

33

44
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Knowledge of the world

Many students were not able to work out how many books were still to come in the 

trilogy. 
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Connection between ideas

Many students were not able to work out what happened while Asha was away. 
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Main idea

Many students were not able to determine what Asha was feeling. 
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Connection between ideas

Many students did not understand how cramps could be prevented. 
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Connections between ideas

Students were unable to work out why sports drinks and water were useful for 

runners. 
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Conclusions - Reading

• Expand vocabulary of students – linked to the 
content provided in the written texts and student 
usage – a variety of topics will expand the 
vocabulary of students and spark interest

• Exposure to different text types – authentic 
newspaper articles, poems, articles, pamphlets, 
reviews – books, movies, fact sheets… and 
different topics/content both online and in paper 
format

• Familiar and unfamiliar topic/content material

• Exposure to different question types and 
question intents
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Student Performances in Writing 2015

• Writing – Strengths

Generally students performed better in writing the email 
(9EW2). The format of the email was not as much of an 
issue as letters in previous years. 

Students had more ideas to write about when they were 
familiar with the topics.

Vocabulary was also better when students were familiar 
with the topics.

Competent writers displayed planning and organisation. 

They also linked ideas in and between paragraphs.

Paragraphs also had supporting details.

Competent writers also showed a clear understanding of 
the audience, format and the context and purpose of the 
piece.
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9EW1 - Article  
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9EW2 - Email  



62

9EW3 - Speech  
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Writing

Strengths

• 9EW1

• 9EW2

• 9EW3

Exemplars and Annotation
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9EW1 -

Article  
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9EW1 - Article   
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9EW2 –

Email   
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9EW2 –

Email   
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9EW3 –

Speech   
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9EW3 –

Speech   
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW1 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary  
� I was in awe
� see-through cable car
� to commemorate
� in retrospect
� dropped by
� after riding the roller coaster (I) felt the rush
� popular
� dropped by

� Interesting titles – The Encounter of the Seal and I

� Good ideas like – to save time book online, use the website provided

� Capable students went way beyond the pictorial prompts provided to name 
different rides and attractions. 

� Many capable students ignore the pictorial prompts to a large extent and rely 
on their own ideas and perhaps also prior knowledge – a visit to another type 
of theme park to pull their ideas together
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW2 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary 

� The majority of students know how to write and email and also how and 
where to use the appropriate greeting and complimentary close

� Many capable students ignore the pictorial prompts to a large extent and rely 
on their own ideas and perhaps also prior knowledge of other types of 
activities that they have participated in and enjoyed

� Providing reasons has improved with students being able to explain why they 
would choose one activity over another, rather than just saying they would 
pick this activity

� Strong writers can suggest other activities than those pictured in the prompts 
and also have the vocabulary to aptly describe the activities and also reason 
why they would be good for the students and how they fit into the 
parameters provided by Mr. Lai in the email.
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW3 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary

� exercising is essential

� physical and mental health

� metabolic system

� refreshed

� A student attempted to use the word endorphins, but it was 
misspelt ���� endophines

� negative emotions

� consult a therapist
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW3 –

� Many students were able to use their own experience and write about 
how to study and various ways of revising and preparing for exams. 

� They also mentioned how to study with friends and the benefits of 
this, as well as studying alone, the benefits of exercise and eating well 
and also taking a break from study and sleeping well and going to bed 
early, rather than later.

� Students also wrote about cheating and the consequences and the 
reactions and disappointment of parents and teachers.



74

Some strengths to highlight
9EW1, 9EW2 & 9EW3

� Capable students were able to use complex structures in their writing – in their 
introductions, body and also conclusions.

� Some students demonstrated a very good command of topic specific vocabulary –
in particular in relation to new theme park and the various attractions and what 
they did on their visit (article), or what end of year activities they would 
choose/suggest (email), and the how to revise and prepare for exams (speech).

� They were able to form their own opinion(s) independent of the writing prompts 
provided and share it/them with the reader and were good at describing what 
they saw at the theme park (article) as well as suggesting suitable end-of-year 
activities (email) and ways to revise and prepare for exams (speech) .

� Capable students checked their work carefully and in doing so avoided simple 
spelling mistakes and grammatical errors. 

� Capable students also did not rely solely on the prompts provided, rather they 
used them as a starting point and developed their own ideas around them.
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Writing

Weaknesses

• 9EW1

• 9EW2

• 9EW3

Exemplars and Annotation
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9EW1 -
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9EW1 -
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9EW2 -
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9EW2 -
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9EW3 -
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9EW3 -
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Some errors to ponder

9EW1
� Space is provided for a title but many students have difficulty writing a title or just do not 

write one at all, despite the fact that the instructions state to ‘give your article an interesting 

title’. 

� Many of the weaker students just cobbled together something from the prompts.

� Vocabulary and expressions 

Students have difficulty using have/has correctly as well as is/are

bought for ���� bought to

on weekdays ���� in weekdays

it is so funny ���� think so funny

excitement ���� excitment

ride/attraction ���� game

take ���� took

price ���� piece

draw ���� drew

visit ���� visiting
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Some errors to ponder

9EW2
� Some students still wrote their own name in the complimentary close

� Students also added a title to Mr. Lai, adding the Head of the End-Of-Year Activity 

Committee, which was not needed

� Vocabulary and Expressions

they really like ���� they are very like 

are cheap ���� are cheap of cost

is very healthy ���� is very healthful

male/female students ���� boy/girl students

than going to ���� than go to

use of a/an ���� hold a art workshop

take part ���� join it

best/good choice ���� best/good choose

the picture is about ���� the picture is talk about

mother nature ���� mother natural
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Some errors to ponder

9EW3 – Vocabulary/Expressions
� Students do not check their writing and this results in spelling mistakes that are not 

picked up and other errors in vocabulary use and expression

� Spelling variations - exercise ���� excisice, excimes

cheating ���� cheatting

maintain ���� mentain

pay attention ���� pay atansion

students ���� studens

basketball ���� buckball, bearkball

� Expressions – A lot of students wrote I thing instead of I think, and instead of writing 
down jot down notes, they wrote drop down notes. A great many also used you
instead of your and many concluded their speech with variations of thank you all for 
listening, like thank you for your listening and thank for all of yours listening

� Many students also used my instead of I/we indicating they aren’t sure about which 
pronouns to use
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Conclusions - Writing

• Spelling mistakes

• Grammar mistakes

• Lack of planning and organization as well as proofreading

• Adherence to prompts resulted in a lack of elaboration

• Exposure to a wider variety of vocabulary and expansion of 

vocabulary bank to enable more in depth explanations and 

reasoning and less dependence on prompts for ideas

• Students have imagination but there is an inability to express 

ideas in English – related to above points

• Students have an understanding of format but still need to be 

mindful of the purpose and audience
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Speaking 

Individual Presentation

�Extra-curricular Activities at 

School

�Traffic Problems in Hong Kong

�Student Dating

�Online Shopping

�Choosing Senior Secondary 

Elective Subjects

�New Products

�Light Pollution

�Keeping Pets
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Speaking – Individual Presentation
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� Ideas & Organisation
� Express ideas that are relevant to inform and explain with details

� Communicate ideas clearly and coherently

� Vocabulary & Language Patterns
� Use varied and appropriate language patterns

� Use appropriate vocabulary

� Pronunciation & Delivery
� Speak clearly and fluently, with few or no errors in pronunication

� Use intonation to enhance communication

� Strategies for Oral Communication
� Show appropriate awareness of audience (e.g. eye contact)

Speaking - Individual Presentation

Strengths 
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Speaking - Individual Presentation

Strengths and Weaknesses 
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Speaking

Group Interaction

�Home Economics Club Cooking 

Competition

�Geography Club Hiking Trip

�Promoting Korean Culture

�Organising a Fashion Show

�Organising an English Debating 

Competition

�Raising money for a new school 

building

�Ways to promote student welfare

�Organising activities to thank teachers 

on Teachers’ Day
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Speaking – Group Interaction
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� Task Completion – Ideas and Intelligibility
� Express and/or respond to ideas that are relevant with supporting 

details

� Strategies for Oral Communication
� Use appropriate formulaic expressions and/or simple turn-taking 

strategies to maintain interaction

Speaking – Group Interactions 

Strengths
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Speaking – Group Interaction

Strengths and Weaknesses 
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Speaking from  2013 - 2015

� Reading of notes

� Dependence on prompts 

� Interaction skills

� Vocabulary development

� Listening skills – listen and respond to others

Speaking – General Comments
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Enhancement Measures for TSA

and

Interactive Reporting Platform
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Enhancement Measures for TSA

Report Content

School Report � Report on the Performances of Students in Chinese 

Language, English Language and Mathematics (no 

BC attainment data given)

Item Analysis Report

(sorted by Sub-papers)

� Indicate the percentages of student responses in each 

item

� List the items in the sequence in which they appear in 

each of the sub-papers

Item Analysis Report

(sorted by Basic 

Competencies)

� Indicate the percentages of student responses in each 

item

� List the items sorted by Basic Competencies

TSA 2015 Report � Report on the Basic Competencies of Students in 

Chinese Language, English Language and 

Mathematics (Key Stages 1 and 3)

� https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk
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Enhancement Measures for TSA 

(Effective from 2015)

Enhancing the reporting functions of the TSA with a more interactive 

reporting platform for teachers to access the system to view the 

students’ overall performance

Online Item Analysis Report

• Interactive platform where teachers can obtain statistical information 

to facilitate teaching and learning

� 2 phases

• 2015: Item Analysis data via the web

Pop up Question Paper (with answers)

• 2015: Student Performance on a particular BC (over 3 years)

Pop up individual questions
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Enhancement Measures for TSA

School 

Report
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New Interactive Platform

for

Online Item Analysis Report

Login and Update Password Accept the “Protocol of School Level 

Data of the TSA”
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New Interactive Report

Online Item Analysis Report
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Online Item Analysis Report (sorted by Basic Competencies)

New Interactive Report

Level

Subject

Skills
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Online Item Analysis Report (sorted by Basic 

Competencies)

New Interactive Report
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New Interactive Report
Question Paper
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TSA Data

Item with Answer

New Interactive Report
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher 

User Guide

http://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher 

User Guide
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher 

User Guide
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Interpreting TSA Data

• Item Analysis (IA) Report (sorted by Basic 

Competencies)

• Analysing the performances of students using 

IA Report data

• Read the TSA Report

• Identify the strengths and weaknesses of 

students
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Sample Outline the performance of students in general
Interpreting TSA Data
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Online Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by Basic Competencies)

Interpreting TSA Data

Strengths

Weaknesses
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https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk

Student Assessment
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On-line Assessment Bank

Items & Reports

Open to schools for free

Student Assessment
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Create 

Assessments

Student Assessment
Attempt 

Assessments

View 

Reports

Enhance teaching 

and learning

Diagnose students’ 

learning problems

Adjust teaching 

content / strategies

TeacherTeacherTeacherTeacher StudentStudentStudentStudent
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Useful Website

http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net
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This PowerPoint will be uploaded to

http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net

on

5th February, 2016
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THANK YOU!


